
STAFF REPORT
Kentucky Department of Edu-

cation is urging school districts
to be flexible as they plan aca-
demic calendars for the next
school year. One recommenda-
tion is to have a plan ready to
execute a July start.
Education Commissioner

Kevin C. Brown appears ready
to give local districts latitude to
determine what works best for
them.
Crittenden County School

Supt. Vince Clark says whatever
happens, the district must put
safety first and administrators
have already been conducting

extensive work on a number of
blueprints for return dates and
what school might look like. He
thinks it could be quite different
until a vaccine is developed for
COVID-19.
“Because this isn’t going away

until that happens,” Clark said.
The education commissioner

said last week during a webcast
that school districts should plan
for multiple scenarios. Brown
said possibilities include an
early start, possibly in July; a
traditional start in August and a
late start, possibly after Labor
Day, the Associated Press re-
ported. 

Brown also advised superin-
tendents to ask school boards to
approve multiple calendars and
to be prepared to adapt depend-
ing on circumstances. 
Crittenden County Board of

Education approved several
weeks ago a traditional school
calendar for 2020-21 that has
students starting on Aug. 10
and getting out May 21. 
Clark said his leadership

team has also done a great deal
of work developing an alterna-
tive schedule that starts after
Labor Day and ends around Me-

See WAYS/page 8

MASK-WEARING GUIDE
The following information comes

from the Kentucky Department of
Public Health with regard to cloth
face masks:

n The novel coronavirus causing
COVID-19 can be spread through
saliva and nasal secretions pro-
duced by coughs, sneezes, singing,
and talking.

n Social distancing measures re-
main the primary and most effec-
tive steps to reduce the spread of
COVID-19. Wearing a mask of any
sort does not replace state-re-
quired social distancing
measures,
including
staying 6
to 10 feet
from other
people.

n In set-
tings where
essential
activities
make social
distancing
more diffi-
cult, the CDC advises that wearing
a cloth face mask may help reduce
the spread of COVID-19.

n Cloth masks do not have the
proper design or necessary materi-
als to filter out virus particles and
therefore do not ensure you will
not become infected by COVID-19.

n Wearing a cloth face mask
may, however, reduce the risk of
someone infected with COVID-19
unknowingly spreading the infec-
tion during the period of time after
they have become infected but be-
fore they have developed symp-
toms, possibly 2 or more days.

n Wearing a cloth face mask in
public when social distancing may
help reduce the risk of COVID-19
spreading.

n When wearing a cloth face
mask, you must not touch your
face.

n Do not wear surgical masks or
N95 masks. Those scarce resources
must be reserved for healthcare
workers and first responders who
face high-risk COVID-19 patients
numerous times every day.

n This is a voluntary public
health measure for Team Kentucky.

preschool screens...
Reminder that parents or

guardians of preschool children for
the coming fall semester need to
complete a school pre-registration
form which is available online at
https://forms.gle/K2iawrzpjfVEjiXB7.
Once that form is completed, the
school will process the child’s reg-
istration and will contact the family
to schedule an appointment for
screening. Direct questions to 270-
965-5846.
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SENIOR ROCKET EXTENDS CAREER ... Page 4
Erik O’Leary to play hoops at nearby college

CrittendenPress NewsTalk
Subscribe for free to our social media
platforms where we reach more than
6,000 daily viewers. Catch the most
recent NewsTalk program online with
Project Graduation Chairperson
Robin Curnel and CCHS Senior Shelby
Brown who reflect on the most un-
usal liftoff for local graduates. To sup-
port Project Graduation, send
donations to PO Box 5, Marion, KY
42064.

www.kycovid.ky.govCOVID-19 Hotline (800) 722-5725

Supt. Vince Clark
says Crittenden
will be ready for
school, but

exactly when it
will be remains
very uncertain.

DISTANT BY NATURE
Coronavirus causing hardly a stir for remote farmers
STAFF REPORT
If the coronavirus is going to catch

up to John Croft or Cole Easley, it will
have to hitch a ride into the ridges of
Crittenden County on a hydraulic hose
or some other tractor part imported for
repairs. Because these two young
farmers are like many in rural western
Kentucky, they social distance by na-
ture, and to be honest, it suits them
just fine.
Croft is a 36-year-old husband and

sixth generation Tolu farmer. Easley is
a single 23-year-old who dates a bit,
but spends most of his time on the
farm near the Ohio River just above
the Hebron area. Work dominates their
weekly routines and there’s little spare
to time to go trolling for a pandemic
germ.
It’s really simple, if he’s not sleeping,

Croft is working. He can’t tell you how
many hours day he puts in because
the line between work and whatever
else there is in life is quite blurred. He
got behind the wheel of his first tractor
at age six and he’s never looked back.
Today, amid a crisis that has crippled
the economy and left many jobless,
Croft goes through the same old rou-
tine on his farm that includes row
crops, pastures, hay, cattle, hogs and
sheep.
“I always knew what I wanted to do,”

he said. “There’s just something about
being outside, planting something in 

See DISTANT/page 10

Exploring ways to get back to school

SENIOR PARADE
Plans are starting to finalize
for a senior salute parade that
will be held to recognize grad-
uates on Friday, May 22. Here
are some details and the route
the caravan is expected to
take:
n Starting at 5pm at CCHS
n From school, the parade
will head up Country Club
Drive to CCES and make the
circle.
n From CCES, route will go
through Industrial Park South
and then north on Main Street
to Food Giant.
n From the grocery store, the
caravan will head north on
Sturgis Road to Adams Street,
then through Marion-Critten-
den County Park.
n From the park, the route will
go along Old Morganfield
Road, back to town on East
Bellville Street then return to
the Rocket on campus.

COLE EASLEY JOHN CROFT

STAFF REPORT
The community is encour-

aged to participate in the
May 22 senior recognition
parade to honor the Class of
2020.
It will start at 5 p.m., may

last nearly two hours and
will include a couple of new
wrinkles to perhaps add a
touch of traditional feel to an
otherwise consolation settle-
ment for the normal pomp of
graduation ceremonies.
“We invite our community

to come join us in celebrating
these seniors,” said Supt.
Vince Clark on Tuesday as
he announced the latest as-
pect of the parade that’s been
talked about and in the plan-
ning stages for weeks now.

The event will start and
end on the high school cam-
pus. It will wind its way
through Marion and make a
loop through Marion-Critten-
den County Park where
plans are to have a public
address system to make an-
nouncement about seniors
as they pass by.
The crowning point of the

parade will be at the very end
as the caravan will roll
through the front of the high
school and middle school
and seniors will be able to
stop in front of the Rocket to
pick up their graduation
packets, which will include a
diploma, transcript and
other material.
Teachers and school ad-

ministrators will be dressed
in customary robes and
spread out along the side-
walk in front of the school.
The rest of the staff will be
staging elsewhere on the pa-
rade route, mostly at the ele-
mentary school.
Each senior will be allowed

one vehicle in the parade.
Seniors can contact the
school if they need a driver
and vehicle.
After the parade, students

will be able to watch the pre-
recorded video that is being
produced by the school dis-
trict. They will each get a CD
and there will be an online
link, too. The link will be
made public at about 6:30
p.m., on that evening.

Community is invited to
join parade as spectators



McElmurry
Norris W. McElmurry,

77, of Burna died Mon-
day, May 4, 2020 at his
home.
He was a

life-long resi-
dent of
Burna and a
s e l f - e m -
p l o y e d
painter, who
loved to talk. McElmurry
was a member and dea-
con of North Livingston
Baptist Church. He was
a Bible scholar and was
most famous for his
unique talent of being
able to spell any word,
sentence, or paragraph
backwards.  He was once
contacted by the “Tonight
Show with Jay Leno” and
asked if he would fly to
California to be on the
show, but declined.  
Surviving are a

nephew, Shane McEl-
murry of Benton; and
several great nephews.
He was preceded in

death by his brothers,
Donnie McElmurry, Cur-
tis McElmurry; a sister,
Dorothy Thompson; a
step-father, Maxie Lay;
and his parents, Cory
and Lela Dickerson
McElmurry.
In compliance with

health and public safety
directives, the funeral
arrangements for Norris
W. McElmurry were pri-
vate. Burial was at Old
Salem Cemetery.
Boyd Funeral Directors

and Cremation Services
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Kleinik
Victor Lee Kleinik, 87,

of Marion Friday, May 8,
2020 at
S a l e m
Spr ing lake
Health and
Rehabil ita-
tion Center. 
He was a

veteran of
the United States Army
and served during the
Korean conflict.
Survivors include his

wife, Portia Kleinik; son,
Dennis Kleinik of
Shobanear, Ill.; daughter,
Sherry Taylor of Van-
dalia, Ill.; sister, Marilyn
Torbeck of Vandalia, Ill.;
brother, Dean Kleinik of
Toledo, Ill.; and several
grand- and great-grand-
children.
Private services will be

held at a later date.
Gilbert Funeral Home
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Harned
Sharon Marie Harned,

71, of Padu-
cah died Fri-
day, May 8,
2020, at
Stonecreek
Health and
Rehabil ita-
tion.
She was a member of

St. Francis De Sales
Church in Paducah. She
was a teacher in Critten-
den County for many
years. Sharon held two
master’s degrees in edu-
cation, specializing in
special needs and lan-
guage arts/reading. 
Surviving are two sis-

ters, Debra Harned and
Susan Lofton; three
brothers, George Jr.
(Lisa) Harned, Larry
Harned and Phillip
Harned; a nephew,
Patrick Amerson; and
four nieces, Brittany
Hammonds, Samantha
Clarkson, Emme Carr
Harned and Halle Kate
Harned, all from Padu-
cah.
She was preceded in

death by her parents and
one brother, Steven
Harned.
Milner & Orr Funeral

Home and Cremation
Services of Paducah is in
charge of arrangements.
Memorials may be made
to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital, 262 Danny
Thomas Place Memphis,
TN 38105.

Easley
Willard Hayes Easley,

96, of Marion died May 7,
2020 at his home.
Survivors include his

wife, Marianna Easley of
Marion; children, An-
thony Easley of Marion,
Amanda Doublin of Pad-
ucah and Melinda Dun-
lap of Chicago, Ill.; eight
grandchildren and four
sisters.
He was preceded in

death by his parents, Al
and Minnie Easley and
10 siblings.
Private services will be

held at a later date.
Gilbert Funeral Home
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

Kimberlin
Armale Kimberlin, 85,

of Hampton died
Wednesday, May 6, 2020
at Livingston Hospital
and Healthcare Services
in Salem.
She was a farmer for

most of her life, and en-
joyed gardening and
flowers.  She was one of
the oldest member of
North Livingston Baptist
Church.  She also en-
joyed cooking, especially
baking pies. 
Surviving are a daugh-

ter, Mareta Moore (Mark)
of Hampton; sister, Eve-
lyn Edmonds of Hamp-
ton; two granddaughters,
Kimberlie and Karlie
Moore; and several
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in

death by her husband
Jack Kimberlin; a son,
Charlie Kimberlin; sister,
Linda Sue Dickerson;
and her parents Edd and
Isabel Dickerson.
In compliance with

health and public
safety directives, funeral
arrangements were  pri-
vate.
Burial was at Hampton

Cemetery. Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services was in charge of
arrangemnts. 
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PTO nominees
sought for CCMS
by 3pm Friday
Crittenden County

Middle School is tak-
ing nominations this
week for the 2020-21
Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization officers.
To nominate some-

one or yoursself, call
the school office at
270-965-5221. 
Nominations will

be accepted until 3
p.m., on Friday, May
15.

thepress@the-press.com
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BASKETBALL
O’Leary to WKCTC
Crittenden County senior bas-
ketball player Erik O’Leary has
been invited to play basketball at
West Kentucky Community and
Technical College (WKCTC) in
Paducah. O’Leary was the sec-
ond leading scorer and one of
just two 12th graders on the
Rocket basketball team this past
season. He averaged 15 points
at shooting guard position.
O’Leary will follow in his mother’s
footsteps by playing ball at the
school formerly known as Padu-
cah Community College. Angie
(Hobbs) O’Leary played at PCC
in the 1980s. Two other former
Rockets also spent time at
WKCTC – Payton Croft and Tim
Hill.

FOOTBALL
Tabor D1 offer
Crittenden County junior foot-
ball player Xander Tabor has
been offered an opportunity to
play football at Morehead State
University. Tabor made the an-
nouncement recently on his Twit-
ter account, which has become
the customary way for recruits to
present their offers to the public.
Morehead competes in the Ohio
Valley Conference in the NCAA
Division I Football Championship
Subdivision. Another Rocket, jun-
ior Tyler Boone, also received an
offer from Morehead a few
weeks ago.
  
SOFTBALL
Moss recognized
Brescia University junior softball
player Cassidy Moss of Marion
has been named to the River
States Conference Softball
Scholar-Athlete Team. Moss had
a 3.25 grade-point average or
higher during at least two semes-
ters prior to the current term.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Turkey                April 18 - May 10
Coyote Night        Feb. 1 - May 31
Bull Frog             May 15 - Oct. 31
Spring Squirrel    May 16 - June 19
Coyote                       Year Round
Groundhog                 Year Round
Turtles                        Year Round

Turkey numbers
Some favorable weather over

the last couple of weekends of
wild turkey hunting allowed Crit-
tenden County gunners to run
the local harvest up to near what
was last year, yet still slightly
below the average from the pre-
vious five years. Crittenden
County’s total harvest after 23
days of hunting finished at 341
turkeys. Last year’s total was
344, however, 2018 produced
just 288 birds, a modern record
low. Not since the 1990s had so
few turkeys been taken. Most
hunters reported tough hunting in
Crittenden County with flocks
widely scattered. Hunters here
have taken an average of 324
turkeys a season over the past
three springs. By comparison,
Crittenden shotgunners took an
average of 537 turkeys a season
from 2011 to 2013, right before
the major decline in hunting suc-
cess. Wildlife biologists have
studied turkeys here, but have
found no apparent cause of the
major fallout. In Livingston
County, hunters took 233 turkeys
this spring, down from 239 a year
ago.

Squirrels Saturday
Kentucky’s spring squirrel sea-

son opens Saturday and runs for
about a month until June 19.

Sports The Crittenden Press

Former college bas-
ketball coach and cur-
rent ESPN analyst Seth
Greenberg loved what
Nate Sestina did for
Kentucky last season
and thought he was
“terrific” for the Cats on
the court
and in the
locker room.
However,

Greenberg
believes if
UK can get
Wake Forest
t r a n s f e r
Olivier Sarr
eligible next
season he’ll bring a
whole different level of
help than Sestina did
after his transfer from
Bucknell.
“Sarr has a chance to

be a really good piece
for them because of the
players they will have
around him,” said
Greenberg. “His style of
play, skill level really
fits. He’s active, does a
nice job rebounding
and has a very high
basketball IQ.
“I loved what I

thought (Purdue trans-
fer Matt) Haarms would
have added because of
his defensive intensity if
he had picked Ken-
tucky but he was not as
skilled offensively as
Sarr. This could be re-
ally good for them. With
the size of their wings
and backcourt adding a
skilled front court
player like him who can
move his feet, has expe-
rience at the highest
level and has been pro-
ductive is really big.
“This guy has proven

himself in the ACC.
Wake Forest did not win
a ton of games last year
but he played at a
pretty high level for a
long time and just
seems like a really good
get for Kentucky with
his skill, size and ath-
leticism not to mention
his experience and ver-
satility.”
The 7-foot center av-

eraged 13.7 points, 9.0
rebounds, 1.2 blocks
and 26.7 minutes per
game last year while
shooting 52.7 percent
from the field and 76.1

percent at the foul line.
He also averaged just
3.1 fouls per game — or
one per each nine min-
utes played. Those
numbers were big
jumps from his sopho-
more season when he
averaged 6.2 points, 5.5
rebounds, 1.0 blocks
and 21.6 minutes per
game and shot 47.4
percent from the field.
Greenberg doesn’t

like to compare players
but says Sarr will have
more offensive skills
than some centers Cali-
pari has had at UK and
certainly was needed on
a roster that lacked a
true center.
“He can pass it. He

can rebound and his
rebounds per minute
are really good. He can
contest shots,” Green-
berg said. “He’s not a 3-
point shooter but he
won’t need to be. He
can finish at the rim
and get to the (foul
line). Wake Forest was
guard oriented but his
shot selection is good
and he has a good feel
for how to score.
“He can score around

the basket, score off the
baseline, play off the
elbow some, things
John wants his center
to do. You are not going
to get a ton of shots at
Kentucky but he will be
able to take advantage
of the shots he does
get.”
The ESPN analyst

says the level of compe-
tition Sarr has faced
makes him even more
valuable to UK. 
“When you play in

that league (ACC) there
are no rocking chair
games (to take it easy).
You have got to be
ready to play every
night. Every game is big
and that will serve him
well at Kentucky be-
cause every game Ken-
tucky plays is big for
the opponent. Expecta-
tions at Kentucky are
so crazy for everyone
but he’s used to being
in the big-game atmos-
phere.”
Greenberg hopes the

NCAA gives Sarr a
waiver to play after

Wake Forest waited
until late April to fire
coach Danny Manning
knowing Sarr would not
have time then to enter
the NBA draft. It’s not a
given he will get a
waiver but Greenberg
thinks it is the right
thing to do. 
Greenberg was a

head coach for 22 years
and remembers when
he was fired by Virginia
Tech in late April of
2012.
“When you are let go

in late April, it impacts
so many things,”
Greenberg said. “A
coach can’t go get an-
other job. It’s impactful
to players. 
“They (Wake Forest)

basically handcuffed
that kid so he wouldn’t
put his name in the
draft. That’s just wrong.
How do you wait until
the end of April to fire
him when the season
ended in early March?
It took that long to
make this decision?
Come on. That is just
wrong.”
At least three other

ESPN personalities —
Jay Bilas, Dick Vitale
and Paul Biancardi —
have all indicated they
think the NCAA should
allow Sarr to play next
year at UK. Greenberg
believes new Wake For-
est coach Steve Forbes,
who tried to keep Sarr,
will be supportive of the
transfer because he
told Greenberg he
hoped Sarr gets to play.
“If he doesn't want to

be here, he doesn't

want to be here. We're
trying to rebuild a pro-
gram and I want guys
that want to be here is
what he told me,”
Greenberg said about
Forbes. “There's a re-
spect among coaches
and Cal has tremen-
dous respect for Steve.
Steve, I know, has great
respect for Cal. Some-
times you just gotta do
what's right. I hope the
kid gets eligible."
------------------------
He’s not the highest

profile player in Ken-
tucky’s 2020 recruiting
class but UK assistant
coach Joel Justus be-
lieves 6-6 Cam’Ron
Fletcher of St. Louis
could be a bigger differ-
ence maker than many
realize even if he’s not a
McDonald’s All-Ameri-
can or even a five-star
player.
“Cam comes in with

tremendous athleti-
cism,” Justus said.
“He’s a live body that
can be moved all over
the floor. He seems to
be high octane. The
fast-paced team we will
potentially have next
season could be under-
sized and he will be
ready to play fast and
really help us.”
Justus says Fletcher

reminds him some of
UK freshman Keion
Brooks Sr. He called
him a “Swiss Army
knife” who can move
around and do a variety
of things to help a team
win.
“He’s going to get bet-

ter because he's going
to work on his skills. I
don’t think he knows
yet just how good he
can be,” Justus said. “I
can’t wait to see what
he can do with all that
talent.
“He can almost be

like Keion. He is the
type player who can
play from the top of the
key to the wing to the
baseline. The last play
of the season turned
out to be Keion posting
up (at Florida) off the
block and going one on
one. Cam could do the
same because he fits
that same mode.”

Justus said playing
Brooks and Fletcher to-
gether could possibly
create havoc because of
their long, athletic
frames.
“Cam can guard mul-

tiple positions just like
Keion,” Justus said.
“Cam has to become
better with his skills
and shooting. But he
gives us versatility and
a passion for the game
that you really like.”
------------------------
With Kentucky now

apparently having the
big man it needs for
next basketball season
in 7-foot Wake Forest
transfer Olivier Sarr,
that makes the play of
freshman Devin Askew
and Creighton grad
transfer Davion Mintz
at point guard even
more important.
Former UK point

guard Roger Harden
understood his primary
job was to get the ball
to Kenny Walker, Win-
ston Bennett and Ed
Davender when he ran
the offense for both
coach Joe Hall and
then Eddie Sutton.
“The teams that win

have a point guard get-
ting the most out of
everybody. They are
sacrificing field goal at-
tempts for that to make
the team better,”
Harden said. 
“A point guard has to

give you stability, low
turnovers, high assists
and if he’s open be able
to make a shot. But the
best ones get the ball to
the right people to get
you the best chance to
win.”
Harden says that’s

what Marquis Teague
did so well in 2012
when he got the ball to
Anthony Davis, Michael
Kidd-Gilchrist and Ter-
rence Jones. 
“And never think that

DeAaron Fox could not
have had a lot bigger
numbers at UK but he
sacrificed his numbers
for the team,” Harden
said. “That’s why he’s
my all-time favorite UK
point guard next to An-
thony Epps.

Wake Forest transfer
Olivier Sarr could be a
big presence if he’s eligi-
ble this coming season.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Sarr’s size, athletcism really fits Kentucky

Outdoors youth sports will resume in
Crittenden County on June 15. 
Youth league administrators say the ex-

perience could be a bit different for
coaches, players and fans, but it’s en-
couraging that children will be able to
find some sense of normalcy this summer
after an incredibly difficult spring.
Players may be encouraged to avoid

being in cramped dugouts, bleacher seat-
ing may not be available and neither
coaches nor players will not shake hands
with the opposition or umpires before or
after games.
“There will certainly be changes to way

we do things. It will become a new nor-
mal,” said Chris Evans, one of the volun-
teer members of the Crittenden County
Dugout Club which sponsors youth sum-
mer sports at Marion-Crittenden County
Park.

There will be three weeks of practice
then games will begin July 6 with a 10-
game schedule last six weeks. There will
be a postseason tournament starting Aug.
17, said League President Tanner Tabor.
Details of what practices and games will

look like for kids and parents are still
being worked out. Tabor said the league
is anxiously awaiting the state’s guide-
lines so local plans can be prepared.
Gov. Andy Beshear announced last

week that only outdoors sports with min-
imal touching can begin in mid June.
Other sports will have to wait longer.
Crittenden County Youth Soccer Asso-

ciation plans to stay on schedule to begin
its fall league in mid August, unless
there’s there are further prohibitions by
the government. Shana Geary, one of the
association’s organizers, said a great deal
depends on what other nearby counties

do, because they play in the same league.
As for baseball, softball and kickball,

the league will reopen registration. Tabor
said that anyone who registered in March
need not do so again. He added that there
is some speculation that children under
7 years old may be excluded by the gov-
ernor. If so, kickball and co-ed rookie
leagues will have to be cancelled.
“This is only for those who for whatever

reason may not have signed up earlier in
the spring,” Tabor said. “And, if you did
sign up and no longer want to play, you
may request a refund.”
Registration is open until May 22. A

form is available at The Press Online and
also on the Dugout Club’s Facebook page.
You can register in person at The Press or
YTG Insurance. For information, call
Tabor at 859-333-9751 or Evans at 270-
704-0435.

STAFF AND KY TODAY REPORTS
Julian Tackett is hopeful a

form of normalcy can be
achieved in high school sports
this fall.
Tackett, the commissioner of

the Kentucky High School
Athletic Association, is begin-
ning to see a glimpse of hope
that prep sports will be played
when school resumes, al-
though he thinks it won’t be
the same as last fall.
The ongoing COVID-19 pan-

demic has forced the KHSAA
to leave all options on the table
when it comes to planning for
next fall. In Tackett’s case, it’s
a day-to-day process as op-
posed to a yearly ordeal. But a
June 15 target date for youth
sports to start, set by Gov.
Andy Beshear last week , is a
starting point and gives  “some
hope,” Tackett said.
“It’s been an incremental ap-

proach and things change
pretty quickly,” he said Friday.
“May gives us a little bit of
time … there is no rush be-
cause of the unknowns, and
for us to jump right back into

full-scale com-
pletion, it will be
a while before
(normalcy).”
Tackett said

the least pre-
ferred option would be “to not
play at all.” He said moving the
state football finals to a later
date is a viable possibility and
added early-season football
games may need to be tweaked
or even canceled. Tackett said
contingency plans need to be
made accordingly by member
schools in the association
moving forward.
“You have to put on the table

emergency revisions to the
season and/or playoffs and
that could include breaking
contracts that are early on (in
the season),” he said. “I don’t
think the 2020 fall season in
any sport is going to look like
2019. That’s probably the first
thing we probably need to get
into our heads.”
Tackett said a priority is for

student-athletes, especially in-
coming seniors, to play a sea-

son this fall, even if it requires
not doing so in traditional
fashion. He sees golf as being
one sport that can start on
time because of the ability to
practice social distancing.
“We have to consider that

while 2020 fall won’t be a com-
pletely blank whiteboard,
we’ve got to erase most of the
past and we’ve got to look at
what’s different,” he said.
“Right now, an all or nothing is
not essential. In golf, you are
pretty well socially distanced
(from each other) and you nat-
urally have some spreading
out when you are playing golf.
Cross country is going to be a
little bit different because of
the size of the meet.
“You can easily see different

staging for different sports
(this fall). The first battle is for
people to get back into their
campuses.”
An article on the same topic

in the Henderson Gleaner
noted that many schools do
not have stadiums large
enough to allow fans to so-

cially distance. It said the
KHSAA may recommend
schedules to be adjusted to
allow multiple schools to play
multiple Saturday games at
larger facilities to allow fans to
spread out.
Tackett also expects schools

to be more aggressive in offer-
ing live streaming services to
allow their fans to watch
games, the Gleaner article
said.
There may also be a change

in the way fans pay for admis-
sion to games, Tackett said. 
“It may be the beginning of

the end of the cash box at high
school games. Nothing is dirt-
ier than money. You have a
touch-potential disease and
now you have an electronic
ticket option. Almost every-
body of every age has an elec-
tronic device that can go up
and buy a ticket. That’s going
to come sooner than anybody
thought because of COVID-
19,” the KHSAA commissioner
told the Henderson newspa-
per.

Registration to reopen for baseball, softball

KHSAA leader says there is hope for fall HS sports
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Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov
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Economic Development
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Service
House: 2013-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Staff writer

Write
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Regina
MERRICK
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Brenda
Underdown
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Forgotten
Passages

Once again, let’s take 
a ride with the Press 
agent, John A. Cald-
well, on one of his trips 
in the coun-
ty to sell the 
subscriptions 
for The Crit-
tenden Press. 
This time his 
destination is 
the busy bus-
tling river town 
of Weston. We 
learn of the 
people, times 
and happen-
ings along the 
way over 139 
years ago. 
Imagine if you 
will, saddling 
up on a cold 
winter day in 
February from your 
office in Marion, and 
riding your horse to 
Weston.

___
Feb. 23, 1881

I took the road, if 
road it can be called, 
for there is no rougher 
one in the county, to 
Weston in company with 
Cal Elder, who was vis-
iting tobacco growers in 
the interest of his firm. 
I saw a five-mule team 
badly stuck in the mud 
and only one hand of to-
bacco and assisted the 
teamster to unload and 
get out of that snap and 
the need of good roads 
again impressed me.  

Next we came to M. 
G. Gilbert’s, the boss 
tobacco farmer. Un-
cle Mike is getting old 
but he is a determined 
farmer and was busy at 
work. Then on to John 
Gilbert’s, another one of 
our good farmers who 
raises tobacco with the 
many other crops, such 
as grasses, corn and 
wheat.

Our good friend Wm. 
Crow was not at home, 
and we went on, com-
ing to Si Hughes’ farm. 
He and his boys were 
busy making a new 
fence around his new 
round, his premises 
looks thrifty.  He is one 
among the many of his 
race who works and 
succeeds.

We took a view of that 
splendid farm of Aunt 
Caroline Hughes, now 
in the charge of John 
Deboe, he and his boys 
will certainly make a 
good showing on this 
fine farm.  

We soon arrived at 
the town of Weston, we 
were the guests of the 
Weston Hotel, kept by 
J. L. Hughes, and no 
one knows better how to 
care for the wants of the 
weary and hungry, his 
table is supplied with 
the very best of eat-
ables, his rooms com-
fortable and neat, and 
beds with snowy linen 
and elder down. You at 
once feel that you are at 
home.  Connected with 
this well kept hotel is 
a good table, a grocery 
store where staple and 
fancy groceries, as well 
as the choicest wines 
and liquors, cigars and 
tobacco are kept.

Weston is a very un-
pretending little place, 
but is surprising at the 

amount of goods sold 
there, all lines of goods 
are very well represent-
ed and no complaint of 

dullness in 
trade, all the 
merchants as-
suring us that 
trade was very 
good.  Our 
young friends 
the Haynes 
Bros. are go-
ing to increase 
their business 
by adding gro-
ceries to their 
neat drug 
store.

 O t h o 
Nunn and Son 
intend build-
ing a store-
house soon 

to accommodate their 
growing trade.  They 
carry an assorted stock 
of general merchandise. 
Lambeth Bros. are do-
ing a thriving business.  
Billy is going to Cincin-
nati soon and if you will 
read The Press when he 
gets back you will see 
what he has for sale.

 John Nunn and 
Co., has a nice lot of 
hardware, saddlery, fur-
niture, plow, and field 
seed for sale. They keep 
the best line of cooking 
stoves I have ever seen 
in the county, and they 
sell for prices to suit 
the times.  The store is 
presided over by the ju-
nior member, Bob, that 
enterprising, modest 
and gentlemanly young 
man, will charm you 
and you will be pleased 
and sure to go again.

Our Marionites will 
be surprised to find the 
trade leaving their town, 
but low prices and good 
stock, with liberal ad-
vertising will win, and 
our Weston merchants 
understand this.  

Here we met old 
friends we knew in 
Marion years ago, Dr. 
Cain and Charley Hig-
ginbotham.  The doc-
tor gets a good practice 
and is the same kind, 
worthy, noble hearted 
friend of old.  

Charley keeps a hotel 
and it is useless to tell 
you that he knows his 
business, he entertains 
and supplies his table 
with the best the mar-
kets afford.

Weston is one busy 
river port town; steam-
ers and packet boats 
keep the port busy with 
their dockings.  

All kinds of merchan-
dise for Marion are 
brought to the Weston 

dock to be picked up 
and hauled to their 
destination in Marion. 
Here, also, are local 
goods loaded and sent 
to other destinations.  
T. R. Johnston is load-
ing a boat with potatoes 
to send down South.  G. 
R. Jenkins & Co., has 
shipped a large load of 
lumber to St. Louis. 

The H. T. Dexter 
steamer passed up this 
morning plying her way 
for Evansville.  Sever-
al folks boarded the 
steamer, Joseph Wil-
liams, on their way to 
Pittsburgh.  R. C. Hill, 
W. E. Lambett, and Ed 
Hubbard, all went to 
Evansville on the Josh 
V. Throop.

Captain Walt Cook 
arrived during the day 
on the job boat Oil City 
bringing a barge loaded 
with tobacco.

The Pittsburgh from 
St. Louis laid up at the 
Weston port nearly all 
day and put off Cave-In-
Rock freight.

After visiting with 
friends and watch-
ing the river traffic, we 
struck out for the Bells 
Mine country.  

___  
Crittenden Press, 

March 16, 1881 – Mr. 
Wilcox shares some 
community news with 
the Press.

The heading will give 
some an idea of my 
whereabouts. My fail-
ure to get The Press was 
not through any fault 
of the editor or Marion 
post-master, but owing 
to the continued cold 
weather and my un-
pleasant distance from 
town.

In fact I was kept so 
busy getting wood, mak-
ing fires, feed, and going 
to the mill, that I hardly 
had the time to ride 11 
or 12 miles to get any-
thing.

But Weston is now my 
post office, and whether 

I go or not, The Press is 
a faithful and welcome 
visitor in my family ev-
ery week.  My best wish-
es are for The Press and 
its editor.

Some people may 
think that I live in the 
backwoods, (and it may-
be even so) while others 
may wish to ridicule me 
by saying that I live two 
or three miles the oth-
er side of nowhere, but 
to me it is the best part 
of Crittenden I have yet 
found, and I have been 
doing something or 
nothing in this county 
about six years.

There are two church-
es in this section, Rose-
bud and Meadow Creek, 
the former belonging 
to the Methodists, and 
the latter to the Cum-
berland Presbyterians. 
The two societies are 
working together as one 
band of brothers and 
sisters. Bro. Bowan is 
now making his home 
with R. C. Lucas, and 
preaches at Rosebud 
every fourth Sunday. 
We have class-meeting 
each fourth Sunday, at 
10 o’clock.

Bro. J. B. Lowey 
preaches at Meadow 
Creek on Saturday be-
fore the first Sunday 
in each month and on 
the first Sunday also. 
His people hold prayer 
meeting every Sunday 
evening.  We are glad 
that our preacher lives 
with us.

The school at Rosebud 
has been in progress one 
month and numbers 35 
pupils. Others are still 
expected and the school 
will perhaps number 
50 in a very short time.  
We once thought this a 
very poor country for a 
school, but we now pro-
claim to the public that 
this is the only commu-
nity that always exceeds 
our expectation.

 This is the section 
from which the people 

of Marion get most of 
their coal. We now have 
two good mines in oper-
ation and others could 
be opened if necessary. 
It would be difficult to 
find better miners than 
Robert McCollum and 
Newton Nelson.

John McKinley of this 
vicinity has one of the 
curiosities of the age.  It 
is a lamb with five legs 
and six feet.  It is now 
more than a week old 
and is doing very well.

Mr. W. E. Wilcox ends 

his column with these 
words “Health is good in 
our community.” 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

The photo on the left is  the once busy river port town of Weston. Main street was lined with several kinds of 
businesses and the large tobacco factory and lodge house are shown in the background. The death knell of the 
little town was sounded by the whistles of the trains that lured freight and passenger service away from the riv-
erboats. The photo on the right is RosebudChurch as it looked in 1974. 

A long ago visit to Weston and Rosebud
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A bubbling stream, a 
few animals around, a 
partly cloudy sky, about 
70 degrees 
and a wisp of 
a breeze hope-
fully right af-
ter a rain. The 
birds are sing-
ing and there 
are absolutely 
no bugs any-
where. It is 
quiet. That 
poster says 
Psalm 23. (We 
forget about 
“the valley of 
the shadow of 
death,” and 
“you prepare a 
table for me in 
front of my en-
emies.”). This 
is nearly always the first 
place our minds go when 
thinking of “encounter-
ing God” in popular reli-
gious culture.

There are other plac-
es to encounter God – in 
the noise. Paul encoun-
tered God on a highway 
to persecute believers. A 
Roman soldier did in the 
noise and violence of the 
crucifixion. Ruth did in 
the anarchy of the end 
of the period of judges in 
the Old Testament. 

There are stories of 
people encountering 

God in the streets, in 
homeless shelters, in 
prisons, and in jails. 

There are also 
hospitals, ref-
ugee camps, 
and natural 
disasters. I 
once encoun-
tered God at a 
concert . . . Al-
ice Cooper . . . 
on Halloween. 
Probably not a 
great place to 
be, but there 
I was. Some 
of you have 
heard me tell 
this before.

A stadium 
full of high, 
drunk, and 
some half na-

ked people. When the 
opening act began toss-
ing albums to the crowd, 
they were judged so bad 
that the audience took 
the records out of their 
sleeves, broke them, and 
threw them back on the 
stage. At that point I left 
the floor and went to 
the very top of the are-
na. As I looked around 
it occurred to me that 
(for most of the people 
there), this was their life 
– or, running away from 
their life. The encounter 
left me with a great deal 

of hope and a great deal 
of concern for those who 
can see little beyond 
what is right in front 
of them. These people 
thought they were living, 
but most were not liv-
ing at all. Several would 
have little memory and 
a great deal of pain in 
their head the next day. 

Reality has a way of 
intruding on the pic-
tures that we have of 
life. Either the life we 
wish we had or the life 
that we think others 
have. Solitude, medita-
tion, study, and prayer 
are all spiritual disci-
plines that might be 
more suited to the pic-
ture of Psalm 23. We 
need those things. We 
need that discipline. We 
need it because it pre-
pares us to find God in 
the noise of life.

Life does not slow 
down. Time does not 
stop. There are always 
more things to do that 
we have time, energy, 
or skill to do. Parents 
are often caught in the 
noise of raising chil-
dren – find God in the 
noise of the teaching 
moments. Teachers, 
social workers, nurs-
es, and counselors are 
constantly in the noise 

of dysfunction and sys-
temic expectation. Find 
God in the progress you 
see and relationships 
you build. Business 
owners are caught in 
the noise of accounts, 
customers, employees, 
and demands of family 
life. Find God in the ac-
tivity and contribution 
you are making to your 
community.

The encounter with 
God I had in the noise of 
that concert happened 
because I had deep roots 
in my faith. It was not 
an encounter of judg-
ment. It was an encoun-
ter of peace and purpose 
– just like at the stream 
of Psalm 23. God in the 
noise of life. He is, after 
all, everywhere. 

Psalm 139:7-10  says, 
“Whither shall I go 

from thy Spirit?
Or whither shall I flee 

from thy presence?
If I ascend to heaven, 

thou art there!
If I make my bed in 

Sheol, thou art there!
If I take the wings of 

the morning
and dwell in the utter-

most parts of the sea,
even there thy hand 

shall lead me,
and thy right hand 

shall hold me.”

When Jesus was 
teaching, the noise fol-
lowed him even to the 
“lonely places.” And 
there was blessing in 
the noise of a crowd of 
thousands. Matthew 
14:15-24 (RSV) says, 
“When it was evening, 
the disciples came to 
him and said, ‘This is 
a lonely place, and the 
day is now over; send 
the crowds away to go 
into the villages and buy 
food for themselves.’ Je-
sus said, ‘They need not 
go away; you give them 
something to eat.’ They 
said to him, ‘We have 
only five loaves here 
and two fish.’ And he 
said, ‘Bring them here 
to me.’ Then he ordered 
the crowds to sit down 
on the grass; and taking 
the five loaves and the 
two fish he looked up 
to heaven, and blessed, 
and broke and gave the 
loaves to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave 
them to the crowds. And 
they all ate and were 
satisfied.” 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Prepare to find God in the noise of life

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

Question: I know a child 
suffering with brain dam-
age caused by insufficient 
oxygen during surgery. My 
friend suffers with liver can-
cer pain. A woman I know is 
dealing with continual back 
pain following a car colliding 
with a deer. What is God’s 
answer to suffering?

Answer: While in the 
throes of suffering, it is easy 
to think God is not just. We 
may think, “Why doesn’t He 
answer our prayers for heal-
ing immediately?”

 We cannot fathom all of 
the ways God acts or why 
He doesn’t act. We must 
be careful not to blame 
God or question His na-
ture. Our understandings of 
His actions are clouded by 

our circumstances and our 
self-centeredness.

God created us and who 
are we to question His will 
or His ways? He is greater 
than us. He is more knowl-
edgeable than we are. He is 
just in everything He does. 
When we acknowledge 
God’s rightful place and re-
main in ours, we can see 
His hand more clearly. 

Amidst his suffering, Job 
realized his sin of presump-
tuousness toward God. He 
exclaimed, “My ears had 
heard of you and now my 

eyes have seen you. There-
fore I despise myself and 
repent in dust and ashes” 
(Job 42:5, 6). 

Job’s experience with suf-
fering led to an even greater 
relationship with God than 
he had before. We likewise 
should let our own hard-
ships serve as a path to a 
deeper relationship with 
Him. Ultimately, we must 
trust the One whose heart is 
good and who is completely 
trustworthy.  

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Even when we don’t understand 
God’s actions, we can trust him

Church 
Events & 

News
Contact Churches

beforerhand to make 
sure they are available

n The Asbridge Cemetery 
business meeting and pot-
luck scheduled for May 23 
has been cancelled..
n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.
n First Baptist Church of 
Fredonia food pantry is 
open from 1 to 3 p.m. the 
third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.
n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.
n The clothes closet of First 
Baptist Church of Fredonia 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. ev-
ery Thursday. It is located 
at the back of the church’s 
Family Life Center.
n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.



for sale
Two IH 1066s (one with 
cab and dualies), IH 706, 
NH hay cutter, NH 256, 
VR 20 8-wheel rake, 163 
tether, 8 bale apache 
hauler, 2 wagons hay 
feeders, baby calf feeder, 
cattle hauler, JD square 
baler, cattle chute. (708) 
296-6070 or (708) 243-
7079. (708) 296-6070 or 
(708) 243-7079. (4t-47-p)
Big Red Honda 3-wheel-
er, $1,100; 855 New Hol-
land hay baler $3,600; 
Model 55 New Holland 
rake, $1,100; Amana 
washer & dryer like new, 
$400; electric cherry fire-
place with storage, $400; 
5-piece bedroom set, 
cherry, very nice, $1,500; 
loveseat, $75; wooden 
locker, $75; small wood-
en table and two chairs, 
$100; oak coffee table 
with three matching end 
tables $175; full size bed 
w/ mattress $300; two 
tires and wheels 12.4x24, 
like new, $300. (270) 704-
9915, leave voicemail. 
(4t-45-p)

real estate
Two responsible hunters 
looking for hunting lease. 
Will respect land and 
landowner. Please call 
Aaron (770) 530-4722. 
(2t-45-p)

for rent
2 BR house, 1 bath, wood 
floors, large yard, $425 
includes garbage pickup. 
References and deposit. 
No pets. (270) 704-2711. 
(1t-45-c) gd
2 BR house in Marion, for 
rent or sale on contract. 
(270) 965-3021 or (270) 
704-2347. (2t-43-c)jb

agriculture
RETIRED POLICE OFFI-
CER living in Eddyville, 
Ky., looking for hunting 
rights. Willing to share 
game. Also hunt nuisance 
animals in season. CAll 
(270) 388-4992. (8t-53-p)

employment
RELIABLE WORKERS 
NEEDED! Full-time, 1st & 
2nd shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $10 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  (2t-45-c)

services
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 1240 Valley View 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-2021-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (24t-52-p)

notices
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Hender-
son Gleaner, The Liv-
ingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 

and for only $250. Save 
time and money by mak-
ing one call for all! For 
more information, contact 
the classified department 
at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

legal notice
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court, Marion, Ky. do cer-
tify that the following has 
filed notice of final settle-
ment:
Monty Riley of 1865 S.R. 
297, Marion, Ky. 42064, 
executor of Margaret Ri-
ley.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on June 10, 
2020. All persons having 
exceptions to said Settle-
ments are to file same at 
once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-45-c)

statewides
ADULT

Looking for love or just 
a friendly chat? Connect 
with Latino singles in your 
area. 18 Plus.  Call 1-866-
686-5936 Try it free
Tired of the same old dat-
ing sites? Meet real peo-
ple in your area & make 
a new connection on your 
terms! 18 plus only. Call 
1-855-850-1741

AUTOMOBILES
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators are stand-
ing by! Call 1-866-495-
0115

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Switch and 
Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-866-
292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Sat-
ellite Needed. $40/month. 
65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On De-
mand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-844-448-
9318
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 
Gift Card with Qualify-
ing Service! Free pre-
mium channels (Show-
time, Starz, & more) for 
3 months. Voice remote 
included. Restrictions ap-
ply, call for details.  Call 
1-855-303-4767
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! Ask 
how to get the new iP-
hone 11 or Next Gener-
ation Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-866-478-8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical 
Bills. Personal Loans. 
Be Debt Free in 24-48 
Months. Call NATION-
AL DEBT RELIEF! Know 
Your Options. Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-877-934-0632

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-977-
4979

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% Perfectly 
Tender and Guaranteed!  
20 Main Courses PLUS 
get 4 FREE Burgers Or-
der The Butcher’s Bun-
dle - ONLY $69.99. Call 
1-855-995-4780 mention 
code:61086VXS or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
dinner115

HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com

HELP WANTED –
MEDICAL

HELP WANTED In-Home 
Personal Care Aids FT/
PT. Competitive pay/ben-
efits. Background checks/
drug test required. Trans-
portation required. for-
horizon.com/homecare 

(877) 589-3053 Horizon 
Health is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Sched-
ule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 
1-844-688-8576  Special 
financing for qualified 
customers.
INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-
950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

INTERNET/PHONE 
SERVICES

Earthlink High Speed In-

ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254

MEDICAL
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call 
us at 1-877-530-1935 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/KY
Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
844-254-2147

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The  2nd Reading of the  Crittenden County Fiscal Court proposed budget ordinance for Fiscal Year  20-21 is scheduled 

to be held at the courthouse on Thursday, May 21, 2020  at __:__.

BUDGET SUMMARY

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Annual Budget and Appropriations.

Be it ordained by the  Crittenden County Fiscal Court of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

WHEREAS, the proposed budget was tentatively approved by the  Crittenden County Fiscal Court on the  30 day of April, 

2020, and approved as to form and classification by the State Local Finance Officer on  Wednesday, May 13, 2020.

SECTION ONE.  The following budget is adopted for the Fiscal Year  20-21 and the amounts stated are appropriated for 

the purposes indicated.

01-General Fund

5000 GENERAL GOVERNMENT  606,335.00
5100 PROTECTION TO PERSONS AND PROPERTY  420,650.00
5200 GENERAL HEALTH AND SANITATION  207,760.00
5300 SOCIAL SERVICES  22,675.00
5400 RECREATION AND CULTURE  87,350.00
8000 CAPITAL PROJECTS  3,500.00
9000 ADMINISTRATION  728,035.00

 2,076,305.00Total 01-General Fund

02-Road Fund

6000 TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES AND SERVICES  22,500.00
6100 ROADS  1,268,200.00
6400 OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES AND SERVICES  1,229,760.00
7000 DEBT SERVICE  193,300.00
9000 ADMINISTRATION  1,266,136.00

 3,979,896.00Total 02-Road Fund

03-Jail Fund

5100 PROTECTION TO PERSONS AND PROPERTY  2,253,945.00
7000 DEBT SERVICE  565,000.00
9000 ADMINISTRATION  706,955.00

 3,525,900.00Total 03-Jail Fund

04-LGEA Fund

5000 GENERAL GOVERNMENT  24,650.00
9000 ADMINISTRATION  42,750.00

 67,400.00Total 04-LGEA Fund

31-Economic Development Fund

5000 GENERAL GOVERNMENT  125,000.00
9000 ADMINISTRATION  100.00

 125,100.00Total 31-Economic Development Fund

SECTION TWO.  This ordinance shall be published in a local newspaper by title and summary within thirty (30) days 

following adoption.

SECTION THREE.  This ordinance shall become effective upon passage and publication.

1

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

All interested persons and organizations in the County are hereby notified that a copy of the County's adopted budget in 

full is available for public inspection at the office of the County Judge/Executive during normal business hours.

2



WAYS
Continued from page 1
morial Day.
The superintendent

said opening early will be
something the district
will begin taking a look
at because the state has
recommended it. Al-
though he understands
the reasoning – because
COVID-19 could spike in
the fall and require
schools to close again
temporally – he doesn’t
particularly like the idea
of going back in July. 
“My reservation about

starting in July is simply
the heat,” Clark ex-
plained. “We have some
kids that are on a school
bus for 90 minutes and
that’s a long time when
the temperatures are 90
to 95 plus in July.”
And, he thinks starting

a new school year the
way the last one ended
on Tuesday – with stu-
dents working from
home on the Non-Tradi-
tional Instruction Plan
(NTI) – would not be a
very workable plan. He
said NTI was effective
over the past several
weeks of pandemic-mod-
ified schooling because
teachers and students
had already developed a
relationship through the
first part of the school
calendar. Starting the fall
semester remotely would
present different chal-
lenges, he said.
A number of groups

have already begun dis-
cussing what school will

look like beyond the cal-
endar. The Courier-Jour-
nal reported earlier this
week that education
leaders across Kentucky
are uncertain, but stu-
dents may have to eat
lunch in classrooms,
wear masks all day, sit in
desks no closer than six
feet apart and have their
temperature checked be-
fore getting on a bus or
coming into the school if

they are bus riders. 
Sanitizing schools will

be another challenge.
Some districts are plan-
ning to use federal relief
dollars to buy more san-
itizing equipment and
temporal thermometers,
which may be in high de-
mand and out-of-reach
for districts, the state’s
flagship newspaper re-
ported Tuesday.

“Let us consider one
another to provoke unto
love and to good works:
Not forsaking the assem-
bling; of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting
one another: and so
much the more, as you
see the day approach-
ing.”  Heb. 10:24,25.
Paul was warning here

of the Day we should all
be ready for, when Jesus
comes.
Also, let me remind you

of the day approaching of
our all losing our free-
doms, especially our reli-
gious freedom.
It is well documented

that four Democrats have
told their counterparts,
“We can’t let a crisis go to
waste.”
I’ve been studying com-

munism since 1970, and
also the historical and
Biblical signs of the
times. All who have read
me know I have warned
and prayed, knowing as
Americans legalized the
killing of the ever so in-
nocent among us, and le-
galized same sex

marriage that God was
not going to take any
more. 
We are now on the fast

moving train
to judgment,
and the facts
are right be-
fore our eyes.
E v e r y o n e

who knows
a n y t h i n g
about the
news of this
nation knows
there is a
deadly power
struggle by Satan’s war-
riors, working under the
radar for years to under-
mine America and de-
stroy our liberty, peace,
and freedoms, putting
them in power over the
rest of us.
These laws of uncom-

monly restricting church
services is a warning to
all who are awake.
They act as if all we

Christians want to die
from this virus and afflict
all our loved ones and
brothers and sisters of
the Faith before we die.
The politicians, not giv-

ing us instructions to do
as they have told all the
caregivers to do, and ask
the elderly and sick to
pray and read God’s
Word at home. They act
as if they are the only
caring ones on the
planet, and we all are id-
iots.
Now to the Christians:

This is a testing time for
carrying the cross of
Jesus. 
What does that really

mean?  Most Americans
know nothing about that,
but millions before us,
and now thousands in
other countries know
very well what that really
means.
If all of us do not take

a stand now against
these power hungry
politicians, that only got
smart after they were
elected – many never
held a job or owned or
ran a business before
many of them lied or
bought their way into
power – it will cost us a
lot more a little later on,
and maybe our lives.
Our once Christian na-

tion has gone so far from
God I hope He has not
done to America what He
did to Israel. Isaiah
warned them and also
listed in John, “He has
blinded their eyes, and
hardened their heart;
that they should not see
with their eyes, nor un-
derstand with their
heart, and be converted,
and I should heal them.”
12:40.
America’s only hope is

2nd Chronicles 7:14
which Leroy Hodge lists
on his sign at Hodge’s
Sports and Apparel on
Sturgis Road: “If my peo-
ple, which are called by
my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked
ways; then will I hear
from Heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will
heal their land.”  

Rev. Lucy Tedrick is a
regular conservative colum-
nist for the newspaper. She
has been and preacher
here for many years. Her
viewpoints are her own.
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Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest Columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Do not forsake the assembling

50 YEARS AGO
Thursday, May 14, 1970
• Crittenden County had two track stars
qualify for the state meet after finishing
with top honors at the Regional Track
Meet. Advancing to state were Clark
Wheeler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd
Wheeler and Mike Hamilton, son of Mr.
and Mrs. R.C. Hamilton. 
• Three Crittenden County natives were
named to the Dean's List at Western Ken-
tucky University. Students receiving this
honor were Ricky Aldridge, Susan Phillips
and Linda Williams. 
• Miss Linda Gunther, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Gunther of Marion, received
the Future Homemakers of America State
Homemaker Degree. This was the highest
honor a FHA member could receive. 

25 YEARS AGO
Thursday, May 18, 1995
• The Crittenden County 4-H Style Revue
was held at the Marion United Methodist
Church and six local 4-Hers showed off
their newly made garments. Participants
were Nicole Sexton, Tabby Padgett, Kari
Powell, Heather Lynn Croft, Reta Baker
and Chasity Belt. Judges for the event
were Jerrell James and Sue Boone. 
• Two of Crittenden County's track and
field team members presented an appeal
to the Kentucky High School Athletic Asso-
ciation asking for a change in the schedule
for the tournament. Shot putters Angie
Cozart and Christy Chandler were not
going to be able to compete at the state
tournament because of a scheduling con-
flict with graduation. However, their appeal
to KHSAA resulted in the shot put event
being rescheduled from Friday to Satur-
day. 
• Crittenden County High School's Class of
'95 valedictorian Josh Hamilton accredited
his success to time management skills and
persistence. Hamilton graduated with a 4.0
GPA, granting him the opportunity to rep-

resent the class as valedictorian. 

10 YEARS AGO
Thursday, May 13, 2010
• Many Crittenden County 4-Hers com-
peted in the 4-H Talk Meets and Demon-
stration Contests as part of the
long-running communications program.
Winners of the 4-H Communications Con-
test were Jessi Brewer, Mauri Collins, Pate
Robinson, Nate Haire, Anna Schnittker,
Emily Hendrix, Maggie Collins, Elizabeth
Tosh, Dallas Haire and Shelby Robinson.
Winning the area contest were Anna
Schnittker, Emily Hendrix, Maggie Collins,
Mauri Collins, Jessi Brewer and Nate
Haire. 
• John Brantley, a 2010 candidate for grad-
uation at Western Kentucky University, re-
ceived the university's highest academic
honor, the Ogden Scholar, and was se-
lected to speak at the commencement
service. Brantley was a Crittenden County
High School graduate and son of Del and
Betty Brantley of Marion. 
• Approximately 140 students from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Martin and Owens-
boro Community College spent a Saturday
at the Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum in
Marion. 

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden Countians have al-

ways enjoyed having meat, vegeta-
bles and fruit that they knew were
grown by their neighbors.
Now, the Crittenden County Ex-

tension Services has developed a
plan to gather, catalog and make
avaible to the public a local prod-
uct guide.
“I’ve always had people call the

office and ask where they can buy
locally grown products,” said  Dee
Brasher Heimgartner, the Critten-
den County Extension Agent for
Agriculture & Natural Resources.
Particularly now with the threat

of COVID-19 potentially lurking on
just about anything, Crittenden
Countians are even more attracted
to locally-produced farm products,
she said.
Heimgartner says she has al-

ways kept a notebook with names
and products scratched in it, but
now the idea is to make the infor-

mation a bit more formal.
“It can get hard keeping track of

all the products and producers,”
she explained. “This, hopefully,
will be an easier way to list them

for the public to use.”
The Extension Service has devel-

oped a form for local producers to
complete and return to the office. 
“We will put that information

into a spreadsheet and develop a
product guide,” she said, which
can be updated annually.
The guide will include only Crit-

tenden County producers.
“Products that can be included

might be seasonal vegetables,
whole or half beef, other meats,
hay or plants,” Heimgartner said.
“We are asking that forms be
turned in by May 26.
If you miss the deadline, don’t

worry, the inaugral guide will be
regularly updated.
You can contact Heimgartner by

email at
deanna.brasher@uky.edu or call
270-695-5236. The form can be
found on The Crittenden Press
website.

Extension agent gathering names, numbers
to include in first ever county produce guide

Eagle Scout candidate Paul
Combs (right) and other
Scouts and volunteers
began erecting a bridge
last weekend across the
creek that bisects Marion-
Crittenden County Park.
The bridge will allow disc
golfers a convenient cross-
ing on one of the course’s
holes, which will be moved
once the bridge is com-
plete.

A University of Kentucky doctor goes
over data with school teachers from kid-
ney tests administered on a large per-
centage of Crittenden County students.
This photograph appeared in the May 14,
1970 issue of The Crittenden Press, 50
years ago today. 
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What’s Opening [& Not]
Previously Re-opened This Week
•Manufacturing facilities
•Construction sites  •Car Dealerships
•Professional services with restrictions
•Dog grooming/boarding

Re-Opening Monday, May 18
•Crittenden County Courthouse

Re-Opening Wednesday, May 20
•Retail shops, with limitations
•Churches with no Sunday school and other limitations
Re-Opening Friday, May 22
•Restaurants  may open at one-third capacity indoors. No
limitation on outdoor seating

Re-Opening Monday, May 25
•10-Person social gatherings
•Barbers, salons, cosmetology businesses and other similar
services
Re-Opening Monday, June 1
•Movie theatres, fitness centers

Re-Opening Thursday, June 11
•Public and private campgrounds
Re-Opening Monday, June 15
•State campgrounds, outdoors youth sports (with limited con-
tact), childcare centers

NOT Re-Opening Under Current Plans
Summer camps, Bars, Public pools, Social gatherings of 50 or more

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County

Courthouse and a couple
of other county facilites
will reopen Monday to
public traffic.
The courthouse has

been closed since March.
Normal business hours
of 8 a.m., until 4:30 p.m.,
return next week for
most offices inside the
courthouse; however, the
circuit clerk’s office has
been ordered by state of-
ficials to remain closed
through the end of May.

Also, there will be no
regular district, circuit or
family court proceedings
in May.
Crittenden County

Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom recently sent a
letter outlining details of
reopening the court-
house to all courthouse
employees and elected
county officials.
The guidelines say that

masks shall be worn at
the discretion of the indi-
vidual while keeping in
mind that masks are
suggested for employees
who will be encountering
within six feet another
employee or member of
the general public.
The guidelines also say

that masks should be
considered when in an
enclosed office space
around other employees
even if their desks are lo-
cated six feet or farther
apart. Often times, print-
ers, fax machines, file
cabinets and other
shared resources widely
used by different employ-
ees. 
“A cough or sneeze

could contaminate a wide
range of office products,”
the guidelines say.
A mask should be worn

when in the presence of
another person who
shows signs of sickness. 
The printed guidelines

say that an employee
may be exempted from
wearing a mask under
some circumstances,
such working alone in an
office or if a  medical con-

dition prohibits a mask
from being used by the
employee.
The courthouse and

other county buildings
will have hand sanitizers
available at all public
entry points and also at
high traffic areas within
each facility.
Access will likely be

limited to one entrance
with the exception to a
handicap entrance at the
courthouse that will be
used only by those with
physical limitations.
Upon entry to any facil-

ity the public must state
if they have a fever, if
they have traveled out of
the country recently, if
they have been exposed
to anyone that has had
the Coronavirus, or if
they have other COVID
19 symptoms. If they af-
firm any one or combina-
tion of these issues, they
will be asked to leave the
facility immediately.
Access will be limited

to a safe number of peo-
ple that will allow social
distancing. The public
will be required to adhere
to the strict enforcement
of the social distancing of
6’ and if they refuse to do
so they will be escorted
from the building. 
There will be no con-

gregating in the hallways,
stairwells, doorways or
offices and only one fam-
ily member will be al-
lowed in a county facility
at any given time unless
otherwise required for
court purposes. Also,
there can be just one
customer in an office at
one time, except for the
county clerk’s office
which can accommodate
four customers at one
time. 
The animal shelter and

road department are also
reopening Monday. The
jail and senior center will
not reopen next week.

Courthouse will 
reopen Monday

The next Crittenden County
Fiscal Court meeting is in-
person at 8:30am, Thurs-
day, May 21.
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MPD activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department from

APRIL 2020 compares figures with APRIL 2019 and re-
flects year-to-date totals for 2020.

                                                              April                April                  2020
CATEGORY                                        2019             2020              TOTAL
Miles driven/patrolled         2,288         3,065         11,017
Criminal investigations           10                6                32
Domestics                                  9                7                41
Felony Arrests                           0                0                50
Misdemeanor arrests                6                0                17
Non-criminal arrests                  1                0                18
DUI arrests                                1                0                  3
Criminal summons served        0                1                  8
Traffic citations                        18                0                53
Traffic warnings                       13                5                25
Other citations                         13                1                28
Parking tickets                           1                0                  0
Traffic accidents                        3                1                  8
Security checks/alarms          77              32              158
Calls for service                    167            131              795

Mandi Shewcraft and Jamie Sarles passed out bears to a number of business own-
ers last week. Here they provide Chris Wynn at Hometown Chiropractic with a bear
for his front window.

Sturgis biker
rally is now
in September
The Sturgis Kentucky

Bike Rally in Union
County has been post-
poned due to the pan-
demic. Instead of being
held in July, it is now
scheduled for Sept. 10-
13.

DISTANT
Continued from page 1
the ground and watching
it grow or seeing a calf
born and watching it
grow up.”
What he’s not doing is

getting caught up in the
nightly news or becoming
alarmed by the pandemic
that’s choking the econ-
omy and has brought
much of the country to a
standstill.
“Honestly, I am not re-

ally concerned at all
about it,” he said, sitting
on the porch swing of his
farmhouse with not an-
other home in sight.
He and his father and

one farmhand pretty well
take care of the better
part of 1,000 acres. Even
without COVID-19 his
interaction with others is
quite limited, particularly
during spring planting
when days are long and
the next one starts early.
A trip to NAPA, the Feed
Mill or the John Deere
center is about it during
the busy season. If the
state wasn’t closed for
business, Croft said his
weekly routine would in-
clude worshipping at
church and maybe tak-
ing his wife of 11 years
out for dinner, but those
opportunities have been
muffled. Other than that,
he scarcely finds time to

worry about the coron-
avirus. 
“Most things are going

on around here about
normal,” he said, but did
point out the troubled
economy has trimmed
grain prices a bit and
that’s got him more on
edge than the COVID.
The store in Tolu has

been shut down for
years, so there’s no place
to get a bologna sand-
wich within miles. Croft
grabs a bite at home then
walks out the door and
right back to work. 
Much of Crittenden

County has been practic-
ing social distancing well
before it was cool or re-
quired. It’s a lifestyle.
Easley says he comes

to town for groceries or to
visit his girlfriend. Going
out to dinner or maybe a
movie was a fairly regular
routine until the state
shut all of it down in
March.
“We just sit around

now. There aren’t many
other options right now,”
he said about date night.
The price of cattle is

Easley’s biggest concern
when it comes to the
pandemic’s affects on his
life. He sold some live-
stock in February before
the market dropped due
to the virus. Another set
of 50 or so angus calves
were ready to go, but be-

cause prices dropped
about $200 a head, he
decided to hang onto
them for a while longer.
Instead of feeding them
corn, Easley turned them
out to pasture. To pro-
vide grazing for the
holdovers he had to sac-
rifice a field that would
have been cut for hay in
a few weeks.
“We’re lucky enough

that we don’t have to sell.
We’re able to be flexible
to an extent,” said
Easley, who cares for
about 700 acres. “Any-
one who was in position
that they had to sell in
March probably got
hurt.”
If not for tuning in to

the news in the evenings,
Easley said you wouldn’t
know there was a world-
wide crisis down on his
farm.
“This hasn’t changed

my daily life,” adds
Easley, who has two
other farmhands who
work beside him and
that’s about the limit of
his social interaction on
most days.
“I was telling some of

my family that if anyone
was going to get the virus
it probably wouldn’t be
me just considering on a
daily basis I might be
around two people and
that’s the same two peo-
ple every day,” he said.

Cole Easley’s cows know that five o’clock is feeding time and they generally con-
gregate around the barn lot just in time for some grain.

STAFF REPORT
Kids of all ages can

now go on a simulated
bear hunt in Marion. 
Specifically, they’re

looking for Covi-Bears,
which are stuffed ani-
mals placed in business
windows by Audubon
Area Early Head Start. 
Some of the bears are

easy to spot while others
may be a bit more incon-
spicuous.
The agency delivered

bears to businesses who
requested them last

Thursday. Hometown
Chiropractic in Darben
Plaza was one of the
stops. 
Children can find bears

at several local busi-
nesses. Get a list of the
locations at the event
Facebook page. Search
for Covi-Bear Hunt on
Facebook. 
The activity is designed

to work like a scavenger
hunt while kids are out
of school because of the
COVID-19 crisis.

Bear hunt is for kids
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